
19 December 1984

Samuel L.  Blumenfeld
6  R o s e c l a i r  S t .
Boston, MA 02L25

Dear Sam:

Thanks so much for your k ind card and note.  Both are very much appreciated.

We kept a c lose watch on your v is i t  to Idaho and even have a v ideo tape of
your  p ress  conferenceo in  the  cap i to l  bu i ld ingo inc lud ing  ABC,  CBS,  and NBC
"cl ips" concerning you and the now famous Shippy case. However,  you need to
know that the case has been completely blacked out in Western Oregon. No
ment ion of  i t  has been made by ei ther the pr int  or  e lectronic media.

In no way could th is have been accompl ished without the connivance of  the
OREGONIAN--the state 's on' ly major newspaper and extremely l ibera1 t  is
a lso  poss ib le - -even probab le- - tha t  the  AP and UPI  o f f i ces  a lso  were  invo lved.

You no doubt have seen the December 5 edi tor ia l  in the IDAHO STATESMAN, and
the key paragraph, which starts:  "As for the Shippys, they must real ize that
the i r  ch i ld ren  are  no t  the i r  p roper ty ;  ne i ther  a re  they  the  s ta te 's . "

The fact  that  the STATESMAN off ice was not assaul ted and i ts edi tors confront-
ed .  te l ls  us,  I  fear,  more than we want to hear:  that  most of  the
Annr ican  peop le  have ( fo r  var ious  reasons)  acqu iesced to  th is  ins id iouso
non-ben ign  concept .

I f  we subscr ibe to the unal ienable r ight  to educate (or not educate) our
ch i ld ren ,  there  are  r i sks ,  o f  course ;  bu t  l i fe  i s  fu l l  o f  r i sks  and espec ia l -
1y so where there is f reedom. The al ternat ive,  howevero is the greatest
r i sk  o f  a l l :  a  b ru ta l i zed ,  tnaumat ized ,  ty rann ized soc ie ty .

Normal ly ,  f reedom is  los t  in  b i ts
any standards,  compulsory schoo' l
and s ign i f i can t  quant i t y .

So
1 at€

and p ieces ,  no t  in  la rge  chunks .  But  by
a t tendance is  an  unusua l ly  1arge ,  dangerous ,

that it may be too la te  to  cha l lenge.  But  i t  i s  no t  tooe,  i  n , , fac t ,,r, t' ,'
ty.r I
n ii rt \-"' i l l  , /

S,ince


